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i-uoiT.Cniz^NS :— The events of the kat {en 
hjve essentially changed our relationehip 
J-cyemment. A few mouths, ago -yve.Tirere 
ratly a minority who had nc legal right.3, nio 
•iMafor our persons, no protection for our 
J.' Bat the elections that have taken place, 
^liiiB to the Mississippi, have demonstrated,, 
jleyery point, either the majorities of 
McaipaJty.have been diminished or, they 
J uittiAtered eerioua and signal defeats.— 
" [ij For'i^U moral purposes we are now the 
^aativea of "that great Conservative, party : 
. w^encls the situation. I do not speak of; 
i oera revolution in office — I speak of the. 
«li!cli,&e world,, will heed, and,iwhich will be 
y,^)oj' at tie seat of government— jtliat. the 
rieuLpeo^e, demand a wiso and cpnserviaUve ' 
; iooybs^to , the restoration of our'^>io^ 
HPPg the upholding of our Cbns^iti^tioh^m 
{onsequeDces. (Cheers.) I ,s^4 . before 
liniigbt-, fipeaklng in behalf of tHe great Con-. 
iifei,inteTpsta of our 'Country, as bjoe wfip, 
llwoUtspoken.in his statements, .1 do ;:pot 
ioaa.wXo-j-qQ.nifea before you,tb>ploa)l! for 
iiJrfigesfbiit ,1 feeVa^a one' who etpdjiilicre 
ktomng youc sentimentg, knowin^griycrff 
lasi-^aving a right to say whaipolicy will 
a ii^.heieafter in our "condnct; :tq]t/ards the 
(lc*is*ioii which now agitfttea -tie Ambrican 
: (Applause,) It has been' truly stated that 
iflf ou^^ation ia in peril Th^ very prdpp- 
liavolving, 08 it does, nob alone our;gove_rnr^ 
Lui; our social system, our personal seCuritii 
ISC rights, is one of such magnitude that ,176; 
ad to approach it with an earnest^ h<bnesti,: 
?ilsiir,e to dc our whole- duty inrrthe prenii-. 
fCliiiiTEi.) . In that spirit T shiiil apeak ;4iO,; 

night. I shall not finU it neces9a,ry,.i5l. 
■Tmg these questions, to use' a single, epithet 
iiiihlge ia a single denuhciati|.Qn.< If liain 
3d tiiia night with th-e ,attend?^nce of one, of. 
who axe politicilly, opposed to me,; I beg him ; 
^^isiaqd'that I come . here in no spirit of var- 
», with'.a, view of dictating to him what? hia 
slioulJ be. 1 have no term of reproach, ag, 
pit ; but I do stand hare most earnestly ;ta 
a.him to listen, not to my wisdoin, but .t?©. 



thie wisdom of our fathers, who framed tjie jOonsti. 
tution. I ask him not to yield to our views. . jTSfe 
sesk np such triumph, But I iirlsh ti) sraplore him 
to yield, to the views of tlie great an^^ good j^en , 
who laid the foundatiph bf tthe governmeatand. 
framed the Consj^itutiph under /whi w;e became, 
so great,, so .priQsperous,^ a na-' 

tion. I stand jiere to invoke ,h^' to 
to those time-honored principles which for, scjinanifi ; 
years were recognized by men' of all classes as .es- 
sential to our safety and our : security aa a people. 
Speaking then, as J feel I have ,a: right to .do, in. 
beiiajf of the great Conservative paVty. which frpm 
this iimo forth is to represent the policy oifr our 
govemment,-! me^^^^ be most explicit and put- 
spo'^en in "aU that i. have to say.; , (Great applause.) 
I shrink .fiorn nb^gues^^ 
with every problW myblyed. in our, prw^ 
tion..-.; If the people of .this .Sute shall see ^t , 
place me again in "the Executive chair, I wish to 
go there with the fuU understanding 0 part 
of all my views and of all ray Burpo8e8,;.(Oheer3.) 
What, theiij is now-,the, situation of this land ? . I . 
do not propose to look - backward^ I; :4q npt pro- 
pbse to review the past.: ; t propose, in .the^r'st 
place, to ipquire whatainow iie s^^ ., 
country, and' what duties .does that conditipn.im- 
pose upon us. / hiUeve'tM war' ^might Jiavs beeti , 
averted; .but when I |),elieve.$hus, I xecognize, ..iJj.o : 
fapt-of it;^ existence ;,indrecbgoiz^^ - 
accept it as"^a thing :wlii^^ 

iii.ail my viem , as ;to:,iihp^ ;,I , 

. recpguize, a:: d accept the f^ 
t3ie_destinies,iti^e tpnpr,<tfi^ glbryjOt qurjcbuii^ 
hangj poised, on tb.e coijflicV,:.of the, battl&field. ; jl^r 
recognize - .the fact npw i^hat; ,whet1^er-^^^ 
h£(,ve>ad::War (»~;tiot,'it exia'ta an^all, its vMtprp- . 
pqrUbiis- ijv pur^land ; and Irecbgnize: the factnvtW . 
tiiEit it is "the' 3uty jbf eve^^ \^ho Ipy&B:his 
coiintry^ ijf ^VCTy'toue man who. .would stand by i^ : 
instityrtibn% tq- see :t^at the wbole, meas^^ hia 
in&uenet^and-all'tiieweightof his ^ j^^^^ 
inrihat riaittie-lSeft; bn, the side .of the fl.ig of oor j 
tTnipn^ ■ . (Cboers.) . ■ ; J'oi' itbis reason^ then,; .we.,ar0 , 
bound to jdb in the future- what miany of us Bayo 
doce itt tiie pagi;. J:<ha,ver8tpp,(i,«inPns-t*»^;h*H9 ^ 
and tvalcibf the eqr(pti y,rw to invoke 



our young men to raiiy around the standard of 
our country. I have done all th'.c was mmy 
power to do to uphold this Government. Al- 
though it was not an administration of my caoice, 
yet still it was the Government of my country; I 
lave invoked all men to stand loyally by it, be- 
cause such was their duty. (Cheers.) ITow, let 
me state distinctly what I understand to be the 
position of the great Conservative classes of our 
land. I use this term " Conservative " in antago- 
nism to the term " Radical," for this reason : I do 
not ignore the existence of parties in our country; 
I do not wish to ignore them. I believe them to 
*e essential to the wise and just conduct of our 
affairs. The Convention which met at Syracuse, 
.and which put in nomination another ticket, dif- 
ferent from that on which my name stands, saw 
fit to make a new line. They saw fit to seek a 
triumph not alone over us, but over the conserva- 
tive members of their own organization. They 
sn-r'fit tiiere to say that they would putinnomi- 
m&Qn t! tiokot v,-Iioac- very presentation by that 
01 ^^axiii'.ittioii Hiiould be. an argument at the Capital 
cif'our CM^ntvy, tba!; tlioir own' peculiar extreme 
views of policy sfaouM ba followed out by this 
government. Now, then, in beh^lf oi all Conserv- 
ative m^n—I care not what party they may have 
heretofore acted with— I accept the issues which 
they have made with iis, and I will state them 
vers plainly and clearly, to show whether at this 
time we should be sustwned by the great body of 
the loyal, intelligent and conservative citizens ot 
oup-State. In the first place, then, we hold prm^ 
oiples upon these subjects which are not held by 
our opponents, and which are essential, not only 
to our success in this great war ia which wei are 
engao^dj but which are indispensable to thfi suc- 
cess Of the Government under any circumstances. 
I opposed the election of Mr. Lincohi. I depl ored 
that result ; but he was elected constitutionally, 
and it was my duty to bow to that decision. I did so 
for the purpose ©f sustaining him as th'i President 
or the United States; I deplored tte policy he 
adopted at the outset of his administration; but 
it was his right to decide and adopt a policy, and 
it was m^ duty to obey, and I yielded to the decision 
of rightful authority. My friends, we have always 
beenopposed to th^ doctrine <^ the "higher law 
—that doctrine that men hav3 a right to set up 
their own •^itws, their own passions and prejudices 
a^'iiinst the law of the land or the decrees of the 
regtilarly constitutfed authorities acting mthin their 
Constitutional liMfe). ^ (Applause and cheers.}^ 
It is thus: because we bold that men are dis- 
plsasca with the laws .of the land, they should 
bava them repealed CoMtitutionally. The laws 
must not be resisted. We hold, also, that if men 
arij opposed to those in authority, the rightful 
remedy has been given them by the ConstittitionJ 
Taat bind of remedy you applied ininy case once. 
Wiieii you became tired of me, you turned mfe but. 
That ia the remedy to be applied for the removsA 
of unpopular officers. Now, when we held the 
power of the State, we contended for these prin- 
ciples of loyalty to the laws, this doctrine of obe- 
dience to law— to the principle that you are 



to respect authority. Those ^iMM 
we advocated then, wo meantopracir 



bound 

which — — , wjiiatij 

now, fully and comple^tely. We tender, Hea | 
this Government no conditional support, Werfl 
ognize Mr. Lincoln as President of ttie Mfl ' 
States — as the representative of its honor, cfvr 
dignity and its strength; aud though Iam{K;(L 
cally opposed to him, I never have allowed jnjjS ; 
to utter against him one disrespectful tem,iH 
will I ever allow myself to do so. Wo eay.fcH 
to this Government, you have our firm rdiiaS 
our confidence, our unconditional loyalty. M 
impose no terms upon you, we do not ask jisitB; 
adopt ov policy, but to mark out anothet frffl 
will receive our unwavering, our cheerful soppaM 
That is our position on this subject. Thia 'niM 
policy we have ever advocated ; not now i 
when we were in the majority, two years ngo,ii | 
one year ago, as well as now — ^when nifiny of o; 1 
Republican friends were denouncing the Admli: 1 
tration of their own creation, when many of M 
journals were indulguig in language whioti iselsM 
to be unfit to be appUed to the Chief MagisbiS 
of the country, we avowed the sentiments 
express to you. We look to the other Bide of m 
house, and what do we see there? TheyeayftS 
we are not loyal men ; and we arc notunlfcqtiffl 
ly denounced as men untrue to our Gcveniiiia^ 
notwithstandmg we have not only .inad^f tlicM^ 
clarations, but we have earned them outinra 
very letter and to the very spirit.' 'Haaiiharl^ 
■ alty, I would ask, been unconditional? HasW 
obedience been without terms ? I beg of yea ti 
lookback with me, and see how this 'was, sg 
what was it they demanded, before troops M 
be sent to defend the flag of the co.untty-orjsi 
country— that e. policy should be adopted t6?la| 
them. Who was it that did this thmg hut the'| 
trijme Radical Governor of Massachusetts?: {Gi4| 
sensation.) Who were among the joumalistsi 
Se country that assailed this Adtoimsttatoi 
thit threatened it with overthrow in' caseaj 
tain line of policy was not carried oiit?, ]r| 
they Democratic editors? No,myfiipdS',,| 
know they were not. Who among the jomm 
was it that continuously expressed the eetfmm 
ot the great Radical . party of the countryr;fi| 
at all times endeavored to. force their viete| 
policy upon the ' Government of these 
States, without respect to the embaTra^ni(| 
they might occasion ? Not the Deinocratid 
nals— not the Conservative journals. ; Ao:S 
fciends; but the men who denounced yoti and I 
as being untrue to the institutions of theceiiB? 
—as not loving that tag (pointmgto theStatas 
Stripes) as weU as they loved it. (Great apjB| 
followed the appeal to the flag.) I charge .a^j 
them here, and I appeal to you if it.beMira 
that they have been foremost in eyetyma:! 
^(ialculated to embarrass the Government, ffi^ 
hinder and retard ^he saccessfur prosec« 
the war. (Applause, and cries of "ThM^^^ 
Now let me say this. The nation^' We ?aMi^ 
^aved, unless, in ad^Uon to furnishmg 
eminent with all it demands of annsM^w 
= men,itha8, in addition to aU that, a loyai ' 
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iMji oh the part of the people of the couatry. It 
Xjjjyfjnyou furnish arms ; it is vain to furnish ma- 
icri J strength, except, also, there be obedience to 
■ |arsnd respect to Constitutional authority. Now, 
jjyiriends, we give to the Government that unity 
(ictioD, that entire concert of opinion, which is 
to bring the war to a prompt and triumphant close. 

I appeal to you if that can be done on the 
pp'tciples and action endorsed by the Radical 
iiriy of the country and the Badical press of the 
country? (Cheers, and cries of "No!") I ask 
joa, my frierds, if it is possible, if every man 
;|tie3lii3 own will, his own feelings, his own 
i&it conviction, it may be, upon the action of 
| -|e'G6yerhinent, if this vast community can be 
l^a^t to concert of action — to that nnanimity 
;=^f pnrpQse without which we can never Bucc«d 
i iijb&^iiig down this gigantic and wicked rebel- 
|;|ff , On the other hand — and now I appeal to 
|si(^Jfmy Radical friends — I ask you, if not to come 
Ittio^ ground — to that ground which we have ever 
l^ip throw away your higher- law doctrine ; come 
W^Wpa this plam and simple platform, that lay- 
lllllown and putting away from among us dis- 
iMiid disturbing views and opinions, we will all 
piute In declaring that the laws shaU be sustained 
constituted authorities of the country re- 
i^^ed, and this war brought to a short and suc- 
sfeiul termination, because we are a united peo 
(Applause.) I appeal to you if there is any 
I'j^^und of complete union — ^if there is auv 
fl^^Ound of complete concord of action ? 1 
itf/our consideration for this proposition we 
iSe yqu,' I ask you, is this policy opposed to 
ii^iJoyernment ? Ought it not to be accepied 
ll'tte; .other side of the house? Let them do 
lis. I iet them be as loyal as they may desire, we 
i#jcra;them in that; but let them join us, and 
the contest, and then the clouds mi the 
^knesa which HOW overhang the land will be dis- 
^t|d^ tod Tve will see before us a hope of ma- 
jii))UJ coiintry what it was three short years ago 
^lllgdry, the admiration, and the wonder of 
jl^OTld. (Applause.) In another thing you 
piast^gree with me. And here, again, my R^di- 
i?!l,£fi^d.s, I invoke your assistance. Insubordi- 
l||oamu8t be rebuked. Insubordination in the 
iijr, insubordination in the departments of Qov- 
iment, must be put down. I appeal to you 

f iifith regard to another point. Who in the 
Me the Generals, who, at all times, have 
fr^;^cheerfully to the decisions and mandates of 
yernment ? (Cries of McClellan 1" and en- 
..^aattc applause.^ Who are those •who have 
fi^whatever positions have been assigned to 
by the constituted authorities without com- 
.* 4? . -Who have cheerfully and laboriously 
■'e'pii performing their duties as well as they 
' nt or could, without disturbing the community 
stories of personal wrongs op personal disap- 
S^hnents? (Applause.) On the other hand — 
ii"! again I appeal to you if this is not true? 
;"tlip are the Generals who have been made prom- 
3Sit from the simple fact that they have placed 
fflselves in antagonism to their superiors, or at- 
pted to overturn the policy of the Government, 



that they might gain for themselves peculiar dis- 
tinction, instead of confining themselves to faith- 
ful service in upholding the constituted authority, 
and winning victories on the battle-field? (A 
voice, "J. 0.1") This spirit of insubordination 
must be put down, if we are to save the life of the 
country. 

But, my friends, another thing is necessary to 
the national life. The people" must be fairly dealt 
with. (Applause.) There must be no more with- 
holding of truths frorti the people's eyes. Why, 
look at this thing for a moment. Look at the 
consequences to the country, if this policy, that 
has so long kept us in darkness as to the actual 
condition of the country, is longer permitted to 
prevail. What do you hear said every day, when 
speaking of the war and its reverses ? What gen- 
tle terms are used— •" We have been laboring un- 
der misapprehensions," I will adopt the term 
which they so calmly introduced — " misapprehen- 
sion." How happened it, my friends, that more 
than two hundred thousand Northern men, in the 
vigor of life — ^young men, the hopes of families, 
the pride and hope of our land — have been laid in 
new-made graves? It is, indeed, a fact— and a 
sad fact, too— that we have misapprehended the 
power of those with whom we have been combat- 
ting. (Cheers.) Now, whence came all this mis- 
apprehension ? Was it accidental or casual ? 
How came it about ? We were all of us taught at 
school tthat, the South had great resources. We 
were told of its productions, of the character of 
ihe country, aSd its great capabilities. We learn- 
ed in our early readings the character of the 
Southern people, and we were taught to look upon 
them as brethren.. We all read the sloriea of the 
Revolutionary struggle. We all heardi of Gejieral 
Jackson and the battle of New Oiieaus, (Ulioeis.) 
We all gloried in the stern valor of Taylor. (Apr 
plause.) The courage of the American people,. _ 
North and South alike, wias known in every house: 
hold in the land. But more than that : we of the 
great metropolis, you of the beautiful city of Brook* 
lyn, while you every day looked out on the beautir- 
ful bay yonder, and saw vessels deeply freighted 
with the rich productions of the South ; while yoij 
find in your workshops ten thousand evidences, of 
the wealth of the South to buy, and the ability to 
produce^ you were made to believe for years paa^' 
that this was a nelpless, dependent, poverty-striok-^ 
en, imbecile people. Howcame it, that agdnsifc. 
your early teachings, against your readings in tiif 
tory, against the daily observations apd eipieri-; 
ences of life, you entertamed this monstrous toSsrC 
take which has dyed the land red with the blood 
which has flowed fl:om the veins of your brethreu?' 
Go back, my Radical friends, to your teachmgSe.tp 
youj- Radical press, to your prayer meetings. ^ Go, 
back to the sacred house of God, and you will see., 
that this monstrous lie was told by no accident acidr 
by no inadvertence. I tell you this fatal ignoran^ 
vsras the result of long years of systematic teaching 
that spread upon the land the terrible calainitiea, 
that now flood it. (Cheers.) Say what ..yot^ 
please, think what you please, as the cause of the 
war. Say it is Slavery, say it is Abolitionism, Bay 
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It ia umbition, say it is the thirst of wealth ; but 
every man knows, from one end of the country to 
the other. North and South, that if the peoj)le had 
been well informed with regard to each other's 
powers and resources, North and South, this war, 
my friends, would never have been. (Cheers.) I 
assert-, then, that the great underlying cause of 
these evils has been ignorance. But for this mis- 
apprehension, this fatal mistake, that was so insidi- 
ously inculcated, in your minds, your country to- 
day would not be bathed in the blood shed by 
brothers in an unnatural and fratricidal war. 
(Cheers.) Now, I say, my friends, that the na- 
tional life demands the truth, the outspoken truth. 
We must no longer be amused by Cabinet officers 
a-id others in high places, who tell us that the war 
vill be a matter of only thirty days or ninety days, 
or that it will be ended in the next three months. 
Do you remember a little while ago, when a man's 
person was unsafe in your own intelligent city? 
If be said that three hundred thousand men could 
not crush out the rebellion, he was in danger of 
imprisonment ; and now more than two hundred 
thousand men sleep in bloody graves. (Cries of 
" That's so.") .My Radical friends, I again invoke 
your attentiou. I do not believe that the conceal- 
ing a truth destroys the truth. I do not believe if 
you close our lips against fair and full debate, you 
will thereby avert the calamities which ignorance 
and a false direction of affairs must inevitably 
bring upon this land of ours. You may imprison 
gold— you may lock it up in banks or hide it in 
deep vaults, but I tell you, notwithstanding that, 
it tells a tale of depreciated currency, as syrely as 
if it passed from band to hand in the full light of 
day. (Cheers.) Hide abuses in Government; 
lock ua up if you will while we tell of the abuses 
and mistakes which have brought defeat upon our 
armies and slaughter upon our brethren, and which 
to-day redden the great ocean itself with the 
flames of burning ships. Conceal these facts if 
you will, but will that stay destruction ? will that 
ambition be less hurtful, because you seal our lips? 
No, my friends, you but aggravate the evil. We 
tell you tl^s for your benefit, as well as for our 
own. We belong to that great conservative party 
that will govern this country hereafter. (Cheers.) 
I tell you, my Radioal friends, whether you like it 
or not, the day has come when a mighty political 
revolution is not only about to take place, but has 
already actually taken place. (Applause.) I tell 
you that when we shall have that power which we 
■will yet wield, we will not only ourselves enjoy 
free epjeech and free action, but we will extend the 
same privileges to you. In good fdtb, I tell you 
that we shall sever retort tibe unworthy threats 
you made against us. (Applause.) And when 
you discuss our policy, when you condemn our 
judgments, you will be still protected by our 
strong arms as completely as we shall now protect 
ourselves. But there is another thing necessary 
to save the nation's life. That is, honesty and 
economy in the administration of public affairs. 
(Applause.) Now, you and I have not been un- 
ftequentlj told, when we wished to point out what 
was regarded as great evils in public, that we were 



j untrue to the country, and were diverting the pub. 

; lie mind entirely from the afiUirs of the South mto 
some other channel. (Laughter.) It Avas a puzjij 
to those people how we could find so much leisure 
to discuss the merits and demerits of individuals. 
But I am extremely puzzled to know how Bonieot 

i those people themselves can deem it worth thelt 

I while to write long articles about a man so insi?. 
nificant as myself. Whenever you and I attsmm 
to look into the monstrous frauds which are beiif 
practiced upon the country, we are told we muit 
not divert the public mind from the great war oa 
the §outh. (Applause.) Why, my friends, look 
at these things. I tell you it is in vain for you to 
place armies in the field. It is I:: ->in you freel? 
offer up your lives for your country. Ii vaia jou 
send your sons, brothers and friends to >:he field, 
for, I tell you, when they are placed on the battle 
field there is no wise system of government to bus- 
tain them there, no honest administration of afT^ra 
that will supply them with all the necessaries of 
life and the means of carrying on the war success- 
fully. None doubt this. All admit that cornip. 
tion destroys the army as well as it destroys the 
nation's morality. All men know that unless you 
have honesty and economy in the government of 
niitional affairs, as in the conduct of piivateaS^ 
ruin inevitably follows. 

There is another matter to be referred to. By 
act of Congress, in 1808, when our fathers lived, 
who thought that honesty and integrity were es- 
sential to a nation's life, it was proviufd that do 
member of Congress should in any way hsintA- 
rested in contracts, and heavy penalties were 
imposed to guard against the infraction of the.laff. 
That law was subsequently amended, and the pro- 
vision made more stringent ; but though contracts 
have been made since the outbrea,k of thei rebel- 
lion, amounting to hundreds of millions, the 
country, by no new act of Congress, has been 
protected by such provisions as the interest of th? 
country at such a time demanded. I leave tfeis 
matter to you, my Radical friends, to think over; 
I leave it to you, my Conservative friend8--•h^the^ . 
to deterred by threats, deterred by imputations oa 
your patriotism — ^to read these investigations, and 
to learn something of the frauds which have Bapr 
pcd the nation's stability. John P. Eale, the 
K jpublican Senator, told the truth whenheeaid. 
that the Government had more to fear from coi^ 
ruptions in its departments than it had froim the 
cuemy in the field. Let me pass on to the conisid- 
eration of some other points. If you will ^lasM. i 
this question for yourself— if you will sit down in 
your own home and inquire, as you would Jn 
regard to your own private interests, vnth re^ 
to your own private concerns — ^what is necessary'^ 
to save the public life, you will find that you wjl;' 
be called upon to do a great deal more and tp say^ 
a great deal more than our friends upon the otto' 
side of the house deem entirely consistent with 
patriotism. Now, I appeal to you as business men, 
r appeal to you as men who, in all the concerns of ; 
life, regard all the principles I have stated, whether, 
they should not be regarded in the conduct of our 
national affairs? Is corruption less dangeifbus 
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iitretliiin it is in the workshop or the counting- 
^jal Is departure from sound principles and 
fjlaif conduct less dangerous in the manage- 
-iatot national afliiirs than in the conduct of 
jiintoaffiii'S? is only necessary in all those 
'jjj^ra to apply to the concerns of your nation 
iloseBtoe principles which you all adhere to with 
gniiltpyour own private interests, to learn that., 
'■^nmot save the nation's life. Unless you will 
i^jgffc now urge you to do, not only to main- 
ujijoiir army, not only to support your Govern- 
dgj^ljui, in addition to that, to demand a clear 
jjjjenent of the nation's afiFairs ; and then, too, to 
jgjjiif'^at those affairs shall be conducted with 
j{(ji(iiiij,with integrity, and with honesty. Now, 
jjjiiends, we must not only save the nation's 
iiJi ]jif|,waut to speak a few words as to the 
jjdj bj which the nation's life shall be saved. 
[|lj|otmy remedy. I do not stand up before 
[jci b (jlaina to bo wiser than my fellows. I do 
jSlEj^this upon you, my Radical friend, because 
[li'lliiiiiclusion I have arrived at. It is wisdom 

i wjDU are as much interested as I am ; it is 
amch to your advantage as it is to mine. The, 

that I offer for you is the result of the 
'lilmi Of the patriotism, of the suffering and of 
M of patriots of our own and of every land, 
piot long years have been endeavoring to ■ ;ork 
ipincip'-es of government that should benefit 
Mniiar ace. I mean the remedy for all this 
jjt»i8 t> c>^- Constitution of the United States. 
"■'«•' ^ the nation's life will not only be 
at bp 8fl.ved, by a strict and rigid 
) w ^ . 'barter of your liberties. 

1 eheers.)_ Is it that in this day it 
j^ea ,of 80 lighu^ . in a time when 

ii'mitj 18 agitated — when we are in the midst 
joyil srar — men are so prompt to desert the 
I'iamers which upheld not only the institu- 
of onr country, but which protect you and 
niffl of you in your person and in your rights ? 
■ The Constitution of the United States ! 

ii iiifro parchment f Is it a mere dead letter ? 
Iti mere record, having no vitality and no 

f . Tell me that yonder flag is but a piece of 
{^irk and of bunting, instead of being, as it 
(^OOB emblem, instinct with everything that 
;sj)ar patriotic fee?ing3 and appeals to the 
ji^ -pride. (Applause.) Why we, as Ihave 
ipi&re not tmly in favor of a loyal support 
,l^w>TOrnment without condition, but we have 
J iwivantage over oar opponents. We pro- 
io^bring this war to a speedy emd successful 
' 'oa, because, my friends, we have a definite 
Jtenniaate object, and that is, to restore the 
'~;is it was. (Cheers.)' We are told by a 
■|iapy that they do not want the Union as it 
^ijthe Union as it should be according to 
Ideas of what the Constitution shall be. 
fed applause.) Look for a moment at this 
'Jjrfthout impeaching tho wisdom of these 
.Vithbut impeaehujg their patriotism. What 
«| proposition ? You, my friend, who want 
mon saved, you who want to know if we are 
of bringing this war to a successful con- 
why do you doubt us when we tell you 



what we propose to do — that a thing is definite, 
and that something is within, our reach? What 
do you do, in the affairs of life, when you embark 
in a great undertaking ? Have you confidence in 
any project that is brought before you that is 
indefinite in its purposes and indefinite in its end ? 
What is this idea that men don't want the Consti- 
tution as it was, but they want an "amended 
Constitution." That implies that it is to be 
amended to suit the fancies and to suit the views 
of every man in our land. Have I not as good a 
right to say that the Constitution shall be amended 
to suit me, as Mr. Greeley has to say that it shall 
be amended to suit him? (Hisses for Greeley.) 
If you open this Pandora box, where does it end ? 
One man wants a provision that is to bear heavily 
upon one class of tjie country, and another man 
wants a provision that will bear heavily upon 
another section of the country. One man wants 
to work at a provision that interferes with his 
peculiar views of governmental policy as a per- 
sonal right. And when, my friend, you will for a 
moment tolerate this proposition that we are not 
to restore the Union as it was, you tolerate a pro- 
position that, in addition to all the evils of civil 
war and all the uncertainties which hang over our 
country, is to throw into this state of affairs an 
endless element of discord, and of confusion too. 
(Applause.) You must see this, and all men must 
feel this. ' * 

Now, what are the facts? I again appeal to 
you, my Radical friends; for I speak for you as 
well as for myself and for those who are with me. 
For you we ask for good government, as well as 
for ourselves. I say to you, then, if you find in 
those journals that affect to lay before you facts 
concermng the nation, statements of the mon- 
strous frauds, clearly developed, not charged by us, 
not subjects of vague representations, but proved 
to exist by authentic document.s emanating from 
Congress and public investigations, I appeal to 
you, at this time, when the nation's life is at stake, 
to seriously think about these terrible corruptions 
before pointed out to your attention. Our friends on 
the other side of the house love to talk about the 
nation's life being in danger, while they do not 
want you to talk about what is due to the nation's 
life. I tell you, my friends, that happy individual 
who hopes to conceal from the world the causes of 
his downwiUHl course, he hopes that concealment 
will be at another tome remedied; but he only 
hastens himself to an untimely end. I tell you 
that the Government which conceals frauds com- 
mitted against itself, and which considers it unpa- 
triotic to lay them bare, is on the road to de- 
struction. Let the matter of slavery be forgotten 
— ^let it be true that no African ever placed his 
foot upon the soil of this country— I tell you, if 
you have a corrupt Government you will be de- 
stroyed, you will be doomed as inevitably as if 
the army of the insurgents was this moment enter- 
ing the capital of your country. Corruption will 
not only destroy a nation's peace, but will destroy 
a nation's character. Let me call your attention, 
to a fact that should be rung throughout the land, 
and I will ask you if it ever before has been pre- 



Bented to your csusideration, tbrougb the press, or 
by those who stand up for tbo Government, in 
their own way, in this dread crisis of our country's 
fate, whan everything should teach men to be 
honest and faitbfid— I ask you if ever before this 
fact has been presented to your consideration ? I 
select only one from a vast mass of testi- 
mony. The document is numbered fraud sixty-two. 
These arc the investigations of a single committee 
of Congress. Look at the large volumes they 
have put forth. I ask whether or not it is right 
for us to lay such matters before you — ^we who 
loyally support the Government— we who bear the 
badges of mourning for those who fill early graves 
on the battle-fields of the country, and who were 
called traitors when we attempted ia good faith and 
in all sincciity to lay before the people those 
things that threatened the nation's life? I hold 
ia ray hand a report of a committee signed by 
Robert Dale Owen and Joseph Holt, in which it is 
stated, among othtr things— among a great many 
other things — that among the contracts for arms 
there is one of this nature. There was an estab- 
lishment in the habit of furnishing revolving pis- 
tols to the governments of Europe at the rate of 
twelve dollars and a half a pistol. This war broke 
out — the fate of the country was involved. And 
what does this very patriotic man — contractor 
—do, who doubtless expresses, with fervor and 
earnestness, that we should not talk about these 
things, but look Southward? He charges the 
Government twenty-five dollars a piece lor this 
very same kind of arm. That is not all. Another 
concern offered to furnish the Governmeist with a 
sunilar article for §15 a piece, and to enable it lo 
do so a new establishment had to be erected to 
meet the competition, and to be p^d for, no doubt, 
out of the profits of the contract. Now, although 
it is admitted that the cheap- contractor made 
better article at a much lower rate than the other, 
he could only obtain a contract for 5,000 pistols, 
while the'patriolio individual who charged $25 for 
an article he sold elsewhere ibr $12.50, received 
an order for 25,000 pistols. The profits on that 
single transaction alone were over and above 
$30,000. I have selected this aa a very clear case, 
easily explained. 

Look at the qncstiona which, are settled by that Con 
stitution, which, if anaettled, would agitate and aliako 
this land to Its very centre. Many of us here to-nicht 
are from New England, and many of us arc of New 
England descent. Look at that compromise. Here are 
six States, wtli less population than New York, or Icsa 
territory tiiaa Ohio, Sllaeourl or Michigan, having six- 
nay, every man in New England has seven— times the 
.'oice of a man in New York in the Senate of the United 
States, which to-day has the controlling branch of your 
government. Wo are willing to have that thing so; 
we are willing to accept that, because our fathers thus 
determined it ; we of New York are \viDing to submit 
to that equality, because we love our country and v/iW 
make sacriflccs for It. (Applause.) If yon begin to 
amend onr Constitution, where are yon to step ? Some 
■ men will say, why don't yon say that all men are bom 
' free and equal? Why Is a man bom in New York not 
j eqnal to a man bora in New England? (Laughter.) 
' Where w'U you end? Where will this war end if you 
disregard the Constitution ? I appeal to you to look to 
your Constitution ; take it np and r«ad it : see the ques- 
tions that liave been settled, and see to what a condition 
you will be bronghl if you will enter upon the business 
of shaking that to pieces, and of bringing questions 
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revolutionary 6trugi?le. (Applause.) Gouknoi«IloTi 
my country, llo who knows niy thoughts knows M 
I long to servo it. (Applause, aud a voico "Yoniici! 
prove it.") lie who iinows all tilings knows that I 
would count my life as nothing, if I conld but eavethi 
natiou's life. (Renewed cheers.) Why, then, are m 
asked if wo are willing to bring this war to a epecai 
prompt and glorious conclusion? Ilavo ivelesaiital 
est, my Rt\dical friend, than you have in the glotjol 
this oiff land? Do you not know that, for eigbh low 
years, wo managed tho government; thatnadeton 
administration, with all our faults (and God knows thej 
were numerous enough), with all our weakness (andm 
have occasion each oay to pray God be mcrdlDltonj 
sinners), with all that yon may lay as errors of £&. 
ment— corruptions if you please— (and I don't cMali 
be better thau you are, and never have claimed Hull 
with all onr faults and all our errors, we do say tlit 
wWlo v/e governed this country it became tho greal«3t 
and the moat glorious that theeyeof theworldeja 
saw. (Applause.) Why, wc were more prbsperoiu, 
not because wo were wiser than you— noi oecanEeij 
were better than you, but because, in onr hnniili^,s) 
were willing to accept the teachings of the MetsaiJ 
to follow the beaten paths which they trotL (Cheen) 
We merely did what each man of you does in the or& 
ary affairs of life r we adhered to those well-tried pilii- 
ciples of action which you adhere to In yonr, ptore- 
wnlch you adhere to in your commerce. TondoiT 
engage m theories ; you don't trust men that do; luiJif 
you don't trust men with your private affairs, wljS 
you trust them with tho conduct of the govemmmi! 
My Radical friend, with his superior wisdom andfi 
perior virtue. If he will have It so, will find that hehu 
committed an error 5n deviating from those great piin- 
ciples which have beon established by tho experleiceol 
the world. You are following men whom yoa adElt, 
when speaking of them, as nniit to be trusted in p 
o-wn private affairs, and yet when th^y are placedalttt 
head of a great national organization, yon shake jom 
heads at us as if we were untrue men. With tdwdto 
that Constitution, I beg of you to read it again. ',w!ia! 
in any Constitution In the world, where in any goTca- 
ment in the worid that ever existed, do yon find wriUei 
down so clearly and so plainly the limits of yonr ligto, 
and the limits of your duties? In what other gOTenti 
ment in the world is this the truth— that one manna;! 
stand up against this whole community and say, I m 
my rights of conscience and no man cm stro in » 
tweeu mo and my God— except in this land of onn, 
under this Constitution which they tell you is notlilK 
■but a piece of parchment ? In what other conntrr a 
the world la the judiciary placed above the law-maKUj 
power, to bold it in restraint? If yonr pcreoM jk 
invaded, if your homes are Invaded, or yonr rigbtau; 
vaded in any way that is inconsistent with thatgrai. 
cliarter, not only of a nation's liberty but of jqur pa; 
sonal liberties, oh ! I implore you, before yon Mtea ttl 
the teachings of juen who say that this Constireuoni.^ 
not to bo regarded, look to what yot are threw 
away— that wliich no other people In the whole mawi 
of the world ever enjoyed before. Written Copf 
tions are rare things in the histori' of the people oi 
world; and, as I said before, our owncpntatoapi 
visions for the security of the citizen, for the eanco 
of his home and for the safety of his nersontMt" 
unkno\vn in any government in the world, X csm! 
what the form, ot that government may oe. "W"' 
thing for men in other lands to understand.tnat 
judiciary can say to Congress, or am say vy^°-fj^°^i 
ture of your StJite, when they liave Placed a law jW 
the statute book, that law is a dead letter, ^ftongfl 
may represent the voice of nine-tenths ri the pMp e 
this country, if it invades the rights of the conEOm 
of a single man, I care not how poor or hambie nemi| 
be; it is but dust and ashes, and is of no avail. 1^ 
planse.) But I cannot now follow out the coMiaqf 
tlons which are involved in this question of yoniw 
stitutional rights. I implore yon to look at them 
fnlly, and don't think that this Constitution is Mmei 
that belongs to the people of the South and not toy 
Why, you-the people of this great commercial me 
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oll8-ron, whose BlilpB Avlilten"'every ocean, you of this 

rstclty, the marvel of the wovld— have more interest 
this Constitntion, a more varied interest, a more 
nracfical intercBt, than the whole South put together. 
IfTOttwill look into its provisions yon will fina it so. 
And they who assail that Constitution are not men 
Bjre^ who would aseail the constitntional rights of the 
Eputh, hut they are men that ^ould hreak down the 
hWcre which it erects aronndyour home and around 
tlioso which yon hold dear. (Loud applause.) I want 
to 6iy what we are going to do. I have told you our 
T)0#on; I have toldyou what we must do to save the 
Miintry'B life, and what we must not do unless wo 
vroald destroy the coimtry's life. Let ma sry a word to 
m "higher law " men of the Korth. You must give 
mfliat doctrine. (Applause.) You must suhmit your- 
self to the laws. You must be obedient to authority, 
TOUmnst come upon the ground we have ever held, and 
yrSinlond to compel you to do it in this way. We do 
ipliikevour teachings; we think you have taught this 
csople latal errors ; we think you aro governed by 
mm principles ; but you have confined yourselvea 
jitiilii the limits of your legal rights ; for this we re- 
gpsdyon, and therefore we shall put yon iovra by the 
Mcl Bat with another class of liigher .law men— the 
Hgli^r law men of the South— who also have erected 
ftemselves against the laws of the land and rightful 
mtliorlty. who have undertaken to resist its decrees, 
-■Ptoffonld not content themselves with the ballot, but 
■ ffoddhave the bayonet and the bullet, to them we say, 
i(9 i?ill:8cttle that question, then, with the bayonet 
Mtto bullet, (Great and long-continued applause.) 
(^6dld not want this war. We implored them not to 
•esim in it We entreated the higher law men or the 
Korih ond the higher law men of the Sonth to abstain 
BtmtWsmonBtroas conflict. Now, when the men of 
-lieSontii made the bayonet and the flword the arbiter 
:(^i5lccted, and not we) ; when^ theiy determined ti» 
tiS3» it by blood (and not we), the sword, ^qs far eg the' 
p£?cit IB conc«!?ned, must be the arbiter, arid In our 



3trong right arms it ehall strike vigorous and true 
blows for the life of our country, for its InstitntionB, 
and for its flag. (Applauee.) Now let me say this to 
the higher law men of the North, and to the higher law 
men of the South, and to the whole world that looks 
on, witnesses to the mighty evenltf traneplring in this 
country, that this Union never shall be severed- no, 
never I (Loud cheers.) Would that my voice could bo 
heard through every Southern State, arid I would tell 
■tbem their mistake. Look at the Conservative tri- 
umphs in the North, and listen not to the teachiuga of 
those who eay that we are not true to the Union and 
the ConBtitntion; Yon know that we are those who 
battled for long years for the ConBtitutiop and vindica- 
ted your rights, when thoy were assailed and de- 
nounced. You know that when you deserted your 
country's flag, you deserted ns who had been true 
to the principles of the Constitntion. (Loud cheers.) 
Read these trlumphp,and they tell you that they bring 
Into power men whose love for the Conatiimion is a 
tradition-r-men who inherited it from their fathers— 
men who couslder it identified with the Constitution 
which we are pledgied to uphold. Therefore it Is we tell 
yon, and we tell the whole world, that this great con- 
servative party wUl erect the shattered columns of the 
Union. (Cheers.) We will lift It higher up etill, nearer 
Heaven than It was before, aad from its lofty top and 
growing greatness there shall over wave your nation's 
flag, with , every Btar and every stripe that has been 
placed there in the wonderful progress of our country ; 
and whatever other men. may say, as for the conserva- 
tive people of this country and as for myself aa an 
iBdmdual— let other men say and think what they 

giease-T-as for the division of. this Union, and the" 
reaklng up of thBt great patnral alliance which is. 
made llur &anire and by nature's God, I never will con- 
een|iolt—EO, never, as long as I have a voice to raise 
or a basA fight for iuis onr glorious land. (Load 
cheeiB.) 



